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Randolph L. Everett
Seattle Major Projects Oversight Manager
Federal Highway Administration

Jennifer Young

Environmental Manager

Washington State Department of Transportation
SR 520 Project Office

600 Stewart Street, Suite 520

Seattle, WA 98101

RE: SDEIS COMMENT LETTER, NOISE WALLS; PORTAGE BAY VIADUCT
SR 520 Bridge Replacement and HOV Program FHWA-WA-EIS-06-02-DS

The following comments are being provided regarding the above referenced SDEIS. Our
comments are primarily focused on our immediate neighborhood of South Portage Bay
defined on the north and west by Highway 520, on the south by Delmar Drive and on the
east by 15th Avenue and the newly developed south Portage Bay reclamation portion of
the Montlake Park. This area forms a topographic “bowl focused on the 2,500 foot long
Viaduet. There are over 60 single family residences and approximately 100 multi family
units in this area that would achieve a 7-dba reduction from noise wall mitigation.
Approximately 100 of these units are “first row” properties, most of which were
developed prior to Highway 520. In addition, the Queen City Yacht Club and Seattle
Yacht club which border the viaduct on the northwest near the bridge ends predated
viaduct construction.

This letter is a request for noise walls on the Portage Bay Viaduct and to express concern
about the vagueness in the SDEIS about the provision of noise walls on the Portage Bay
Viaduct.

This letter is a formal request that noise walls be included in the 520 project on the
Portage Bay viaduct. Noise walls should be provided for the following reasons:

o Exhibits in the SDEIS show a dramatic positive benefit from noise walls.

e Thisis a Type 1 project for which noise walls appear to meet the “reasonable and
feasible” criteria consistent with WSDOT policy, implemented in accordance with
23 CFR part 772.

e Noise modeling in the SDEIS shows that noise walls meet all FHWA and
WSDOT requirements for avoidance and minimization of negative effects of the
520 viaduct.

e Noise will exceed threshold criteria without walls and will be reduced by
walls to a level that meets WSDOT criteria for a decision to provide walls.
Modeling done by WSDOT shows a greater than 10 decibel reduction from walls
on all three of the properties my wife and I own and a greater than 7-dba
reduction in the noise levels for the 160 residences in the South Portage Bay area
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